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Overview
While the South Shore is the quintessential mountain paradise for residents, the very things that 
make it so special create enormous challenges in the event of a wildfire.
The area is situated on the side of a heavily forested mountain with a narrow and winding road 
as the only access and egress route.  Homes are built on steep slopes with very difficult access; 
steep and narrow driveways that are not useable by fire apparatus, and a lack of fire hydrants.  
The steep terrain and frequent strong down lake winds only add to the challenges of preventing 
and/or controlling a serious wildfire.
While assessing the Cedar Brae area, it was noted that very few homes have any defensible 
space around them, with most having numerous trees almost touching the residence.  
Downed trees and fallen branches are everywhere, creating ample dry fuel for a fire.  While the 
trees and natural forest is beautiful, the density of the fuel supply will ultimately become 
extremely problematic in the event of a wildfire and in trying to prevent its rapid spread.  
Residents need to realize the inherent perils present on the South Shore and utilize the Firewise 
fuel reduction techniques to protect this area.  
An additional complicating factor noted is the large tracts of U.S. Forest Service and 
Washington State Park lands that are in a natural state, and very 
susceptible to wildfire, and unlikely to receive thinning or cleanup.
  

Water Supply
Availability of an adequate supply of water is always a major consideration at any fire.  
Water is our most abundant and least expensive firefighting agent.  
The South Shore does not have fire hydrants and very few locations where water could 
be pumped from the lake, making firefighting operations more difficult.
Several home in the area of the State park could potentially be used for level lake 
access to draft water and owners of these homes should ensure that fire apparatus 
have a clear path to access the lake in the case of a wildfire



Lack of Secondary Egress 
The lack of an alternate egress road compounds the challenges a wildfire would 
present.  Evacuation notices need to be taken very seriously by area residents to avoid 
becoming trapped without an escape route, and firefighting operations will be extremely 
difficult due to the narrow road with steep drop offs, and the lack of suitable locations to 
turn around fire apparatus. 
While the egress situation does not have a solution, it would be very helpful to create 
shaded fuel breaks on both sides of the road.  

Individual Homeowner Tree Thinning and Limbing
Wildfires are influenced by three factors - topography (the lay of the land), wind velocity, 
and fuel.  The South Shore is on a mountain side with steep slopes, is subject to 
frequent strong winds, and is a heavily treed forest.  Ideal conditions for a catastrophic 
wildfire.
Of the three, we can only influence fuel, by attempting to reduce fire ignition potential.  
Nothing, not even Firewise, can prevent a raging fire in the tree tops from destroying a 
community, but we can prevent blowing embers from a nearby fire from starting new 
fires.

Individual homeowners are the ones who will be charged with preparing their homes to 
keep wildfire out of The South Shore.  If everyone does their part in creating a 
defensible space around their home, the community will be better prepared to keep the 
South Shore safe.

Residents will receive information and training to accomplish "Firewising."   Tasks 
include removing trees that are too close to homes; limbing up trees approximately six 
feet to prevent a fire on the ground from getting into trees; and thinning underbrush.  
Additionally, homeowners should be strongly encouraged to prevent the accumulation of 
combustible materials in and around their homes.  Eliminating dead leaves and needles 
from yards, roofs, gutters and decks helps immensely, as does moving firewood away 
from the house.  Using non-combustible landscaping and eliminating beauty bark is very 
helpful.

Efforts should be made to avoid allowing trimmed tree branches, dried leaves and 
needles to lie in piles during the fire season.  A community chipping event is planned for 
spring.



Reflective Address Signs
Encourage all South Shore residents to order and install reflective address signs for 
their homes.  With so many Cedar Brae homes and cabins not visible from the street, it 
is critical to have clearly visible address signs to aid firefighters in quickly finding specific 
locations.

Nightly Rentals/ Campers
Weekend renters from out of the area lighting campfires or using charcoal grills contrary 
to local restrictions is a common summertime problem.  Remind Cedar Brae landlords, 
and Park Rangers to be alert and responsible when renting a cabin or camp site to 
persons unfamiliar with the fire danger.
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